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1-3. The On-farm Assessment of Animal Welfare in Dairy Cattle
Tetsuya SEO
Obihiro University of Agriculture & Veterinary Medicine, Japan
Although concern related to farm animal welfare has increased worldwide, that expressed by Japanese con-
sumers and producers remains moderate. Nevertheless, scientiﬁ c research is necessary to prepare for the rising 
future concerns that are expected. We developed a system that supports overall on-farm assessment of dairy cow 
welfare based on published scientiﬁ c reports.The assessment system includes 54 items reﬂ ecting resource-based, 
management-based and animal-based measures. All are designed to be as objective as possible. Each is assessed 
according to a two-point scale according to whether or not a criterion is met. We assessed 44 dairy herds kept in 
the free-stalls or tie-stalls on Japanese dairy farms. Results, which varied considerably among herds, show that 
the ranges of scores were 33-77% in resource-based, 41-82% in management-based, and 60-94% in animal-based 
items. Among all items, those for which 80% or more herds did not meet the criterion were crossing passages in 
free-stalls, calving pens, bed softness, feeding mangers, and hock condition. However, this assessment system 
remains incomplete; it must be reﬁ ned, especially in terms of veterinary issues. Nations must establish their own 
animal welfare assessment systems in the future to address expected external pressures from other countries. 
Educational dairy farms are important so that consumers can learn directly from producers and experience actual 
animal farming including animal welfare. Moreover, is important to build animal welfare certiﬁ cation systems 
that consumers can support by purchasing animal-welfare-compatible products.
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